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December 21, 1995 Contact: Greg Donley, 421-7340, ext. 263 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART PRESENTS PREMAKES, 

CLASSIC VERSIONS OF TWO RECENT HOLLYWOOD FILMS 
Premakes 

The Scarlet Letter, Wednesday, January 3, 7:30 pm 
Sabrina, Sunday, January 7, 3:30 pm 
Admission $4, CM A members $3. 


To start the new year, the Cleveland Museum of Art presents earlier film versions of two stories 
recently remade by Hollywood. As Demi Moore recently discovered, even a seventy-year-old 
silent movie can be a hard act to follow; Ms. Moore’s recent big-budget remake of The Scarlet 
Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s tale of adultery and persecution, was a commercial and critical 
flop. The 1926 version the museum is showing on January 3 stars the great Lillian Gish and will 
be accompanied by live piano music. The new Sabrina, with Harrison Ford and Julia Ormond, is 
receiving mixed reviews; Billy Wilder’s original with Humphrey Bogart and Audrey Hepburn set 
a standard that proved to be difficult to surpass. It shows at the museum on Sunday, January 7. 
Says film program coordinator John Ewing: “These two terrific movies make it easy to under- 
stand why Hollywood filmmakers are tempted to repeat others’ past successes — and why it is so 
rare that they succeed.” 


Wed/3 Jan., 7:30 The Scarlet Letter (USA, 
1926, b&w, silent, 80 min.) directed by Victor 
Seastrom, with Lillian Gish and Lars Hanson. 
This excellent silent version of Hawthorne’s 
masterpiece of adultery, guilt, and persecution 
in 17th-century Salem is one of the best 
American films by the great Swedish director 
who, 30 years later, starred in Bergman’s Wild 
Strawberries. Live piano accompaniment. 


Sun/7 Jan., 3:30 Sabrina (USA, 1954, b&w, 
113 min.) directed by Billy Wilder, with 
Humphrey Bogart, Audrey Hepburn, and 
William Holden. Winning comedy of a 
chauffeur’s daughter wooed by two wealthy 
brothers. 
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